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Weather 


8 A.M.: 66° 

2 P.M.: 76° 

5 BM.: 78° 

CHANCE OF RAIN: 0% 
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News Now 


LOCAL & STATE 

@ ATTORNEYS FOR 
NOOR SALMAN, THE 
WIDOW of the Pulse 
shooter, argue against 
allowing her FBI state- 
ments as evidence. Bl 


@ SCOTT VANDER- 
GRIFT, Ocoee’s mayor 
for 25 years, dies at age 
77. B2 


@ A WOMAN WHO 
SURVIVED an Osceola 
County accident is miss- 
ing two puppies who 
were with her. B3 


NATION & WORLD 
© CONGRESS 
APPROVES A STOPGAP 
SPENDING BILL, but 
fails to complete other 
priorities, including an 
$81 billion disaster aid 
package. A3 


© THE SOLAR ECLIPSE 
was one of many happy 
or lighthearted mo- 
ments that provided a 
respite from gloomy 
news in 2017, A8 


BUSINESS 

@ TAVISTOCK SELLS 
ITS SHARE of Lake Nona 
Landing shopping cen- 
ter for $52.4 million. A10 


© THE DEPARTMENT 
OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY is looking 
into FEMA contracts for 
Puerto Rico relief 
awarded to a St. Cloud 
company. A10 


SPORTS 

© THE 
INJURY-PLAGUED 
Mascıc won’t make 
excuses as they enter 
tonight’s game against 
New Orleans. Cl 


@ NEw FSU COACH 
WILLIE TAGGART con- 
nects with his players 
through their mutual 
love of hip-hop. C1 


PEOPLE & ARTS 

@ REVIEW: Christopher 
Plummer makes “All the 
Money in the World” 
better than it would 
have been with Kevin 
Spacey. A2 


@ THE ACCUSERS OF 
SEXUAL MISCONDUCT 
in Hollywood are named 
AP’s Entertainers of the 
Year. A2 


Holiday music soothes airport stress 


JOE BURBANK/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Travelers watch the Orlando Ballet’s Israel Zavaleta and Cara Bell dance 
to excerpts from “The Nutcracker” at Orlando International Airport. 
The holiday performances, intended to help passengers cope with the 
stress of traveling, have been a tradition since 1981. Story, B1 


U.N. condemns 
U.S. decision 
on Jerusalem 


Vote ignores Trump 
funding-cut threat 


By TRACY WILKINSON 
AND NOGA TARNOPOLSKY 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Ina sharp 
reproach to the Trump adminis- 
tration, the United Nations over- 
whelmingly voted Thursday to 
condemn the U.S. recognition of 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, ig- 
noring President Donald 
Trump’s last-minute threats to 
punish countries that voted 
against the U.S. position. 


The General Assembly ap- 
proved the resolution 128-9, with 
35 abstentions, in an emergency 
session. The resolution was non- 
binding, but it was a powerful 
signal that the White House and 
Israel remain isolated on an issue 
of global concern that is popular 
with Trump’s base. 

The vote marked the latest 
sign of how the Trump adminis- 
tration has roiled world affairs, 
challenging international efforts 
to combat climate change, to 
stem human rights abuses and to 
ease the nuclear standoff with 


Please turn to VOTE, A3 


Sentencing 
helps family 
get closure 


By SUSAN JACOBSON 
Staff Writer 


Every year since their son 
was murdered, Larry and 
Becky Oliver have decorated 
a Christmas tree for him with 
ornaments depicting his fa- 
vorite things: soccer balls, 
footballs and, most impor- 
tantly, red trucks. 

The smiling face of Larry 
Neal Oliver Jr., frozen in time 
at age 22, looks down on the 
6-foot-tall tree, an urn bearing 
his ashes on a table below the 
photo. 

It’s been 22 years since Ol- 
iver was shot to death for his 
beloved customized red 
pickup, which he bought new 
and worked two jobs to main- 
tain. 

This year, the Olivers are 
looking forward to Christmas 
knowing their long journey 
through the court system is 
finally over. Their son’s killer, 
Jermaine “Bugsy” LeBron, 
43, was plucked from death 
row and resentenced Sept. 28 
to life in prison without par- 


Please turn to SENTENCE, A6 


Apopka pair 
among dead 
in bus crash 


By STEPHEN HUDAK 
Staff Writer 


Apopka neighbors of 
Christophe and Laura Coual- 
lier plan to remember the cou- 
ple New Year’s Eve with a 
toast both celebratory and 
mournful. 

“You couldn’t ask for more 
noble people,” said Bill 
Thompson, 79, of the couple, 
who were identified Thurs- 
day by government officials as 
two of the cruise-ship tourists 
killed ina bus crash in Mexico. 

Christophe, 55, and his 
wife, Laura, 53, were en route 
with other cruise passengers 
on an excursion to visit Mayan 
ruins Tuesday when the bus 
flipped over on a highway. 

Authorities said 11 tourists 
and a Mexican tour guide 
died. 

Thompson described his 
neighbors of 15 years as “just 
wonderful, the most loving 
people who treated everyone 
here [in the neighborhood] 
and even strangers always 
with great sensitivity.” 


Please turn to CRASH, A6 


Oakland preserve hoping to fix Irma-damaged boardwalk 


By STEPHEN HUDAK the serpentine boardwalk which 
Staff Writer winds seven-tenths of a mile to a 
pavilion on the south side of Lake 
Fixing the Oakland Nature Pre- Apopka. 
serve’s boardwalk, battered by The preserve’s boardwalk was 
Hurricane Irma, will require among dozens of trails in Central 
$20,000 and a carpenter willingto Florida damaged by the hurricane 
brave alligators and snakes. Sept. IL While some remain closed 
“Some contractors are a little more than three months later, 
leery of that,’ the preserve’s man- other trails that were left impassa- 
aging director Jennifer Hunt said ble have reopened, partly because 
of the reptiles lurking in the of the work of bicycle groups and 
marshy muck beneath the wet- other volunteers who helped clear 
lands walkway. the way. 
Irma toppled trees that broke On Dec. 9, the St. Johns River 
railings and planks, forcing the na- 
ture preserve’s directors to close Please turn to NATURE, A7 


Voices & Opinion 


@ FRONT BURNER: Taking sides on net-neutrality impact. A12 
@ LETTERS: Drinking age must be enforced on campus. A13 

@ GUEST EDITORIAL: Latvala should signal culture change. A13 
@ Ask Amy: Does child’s non-vaccination put others at risk? B5 
+ GEORGE Diaz: Bortles, Jaguars are defying the odds. Cl 


fi aS ta 
STEPHEN HUDAK/STAFF 


Jim Peterson and Jennifer Hunt, directors of the Oakland Nature Pre- 
serve, survey damage Hurricane Irma caused to the boardwalk. 


BRIGHTEN UP! 


The holidays have arrived and they come bearing lights. In today’s 
Calendar section, check out some of Central Florida’s Christmas dis- 
plays and activities. Plus an interview with comedian Jim Gaffigan 
ahead of his appearance at CFE Arena; movie reviews including “Dark- 
est Hour” and “The Shape of Water;” listings and more. INSIDE 
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